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SHIPMENTS OF, PACKAGE BEES IN 1950 


A total of 725,700 pounds of package bees were shipped in 1950 ~~ 5 percent 
less than ‘in 1949 and 38 percent below the 1948 shipments, according to the Bureau 
_ of Agricultural Economicse Low honey prices in 1949 and 1950 discouraged honey pea 
- producers and demand for package. bees was poor in both yearse Queens shipped by . 

package bee Pe anaet a totaled 720, 100 compared with 667,600 in 1949 and 858,800 in 3 
1948.6 at 


There were 283,020 packares of bees shipped in 1950, compared with 298,923 in — 
“i 1949, a decrease of 5 percente The decrease in package shipments was onee in the ns 
ee bound packages, which were 15 percent below the 1949 shipmentse Of the total bi 
pounds of bees shipped in 1950, about 41 percent moved in 2-pound packages, 51 per= 
- cent in 3d-pound, 5 percent in 4=pound and 1 percent in 5-pound packages» Bees 
shipped in units other than those montioned above accounted for 2 percent of the 
or total ane 


| Colonies held for production of package bees in 1950 totaled 196,600 about 7 e 
percent fewer than in 1949 and 20 percent below the 1948 numbere Some shippers are 
changing their method of operations so as to produce honey as well as beese Others, 
particularly the smaller shippers, are going out of businesses An average of Sef a 
_ pounds of bees per colony were shipped in 1950 compared with 5a6 in 1949, 4e7 in ie 
1948, and 57 pounds in 19472 Shipments of bees per colony were 58 pana in aa 
Mississippi, 409 pounds in Alabama, 4e2 pounds in Louisiana, 303 pounds in Californi © 
205 a in Texas and cet pounds in Georgiag 


cit! Boports from package bee shippers indicate that they expect 1951 shipments to 
be about 1 percent smaller than in 1950. Actual shipments in 1950 were about 10 

percent above expectations, but 1949 and 1948 shipments were far below the amounts 

expected because of the slow movement of honey at low pricese In 1947 shipments 

_ were 2 percerit above the expected and in 1946 they were about the samee 


ie 3 -In early February reports from shippors indicated that they had orders for 

_ about i29 percent of expected 1951 shipments, compared with 23 percent a year earlier 
_ 47 porcent in 1949, 64. percent in 1948, and 79 percent in 1947s Advance orders on 
hand as a percent of expected shipments were 14 percent in Alabama, 15 percent in 
+ Georgia, 22 percent in Pane aati 38 percont in Louisiana and California, and 48 
ae in TOXas 9° 


i b pcckees ‘bee shippers shipped 720,100 queens in 1950 == 8 percent more than in 
1949e All of the six major package hee shipping States shipped more queens. than 
fo, “eek ‘except Louisiana where quecn eae were 5 percent lesse 
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